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CHAPTER ONE 


1:1 


[A] The Scroll [of Esther] is read on the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, 


fourteenth, [or] fifteenth [of Adar], 


[B] no earlier, no later. 


[C] Cities surrounded by a wall from the time of Joshua bin Nun read 


[the Scroll of Esther] on the fifteenth. 


[D] Villages and large towns read it on the fourteenth. 


[E] But villages may advance it to a day of assembly [Monday or 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 
[C] 


[D] 


Thursday]. 


R. Ila, Simeon bar Ba in the name of R. Yohanan: “It is written, “That 
those days of Purim should be observed at their times, [as Mordecai 
the Jew and Queen Esther enjoined upon the Jews, and as they had laid 
down for themselves and for their descendants, with regards to their 
fasts and their lamenting]’” (Est. 9:31). 


Why does Scripture say, “At their times”? 


R. Jonah, R. Yosé: R. Jonah said, “To assign them other times [if the 
occasion requires it, as M. indicates].” 


R. Yosé said, “[It refers to] the times that the sages have assigned to 
them, and they are these: the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, 
fourteenth, [or] fifteenth [of Adar].”’ 


[E] Or perhaps this refers to the sixteenth and the seventeenth? 


[F] R. Abbahu in the name of R. Eleazar: “‘And it shall not pass’ (Est. 
9:27) [means]: It shall not pass [the fifteenth day].” 


